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Reply to Office action of February 18, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An interactive apparatus, comprising: 
a plurality of video vignettes simulating a person; 
a plurality of statements to be selected by a user of said apparatus; 
a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated person; 
and 

a logic means for interrelating each of said statements to be selected by the 
user, said audio responses and said video vignettes, such that each of said 
statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and video vignettes 
associated therewith, said logic means comprising: 

an emotional componen t a p e rsonality profiio omu l ator comprising an 

emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
oontroH in g affectino t he selection from a list of available audio responses and video 
vignettes of one of said plurality of audio responses and one of said plurality of 
video vignettes in response to user selected ones of said plurality of statements-and 
wher ei n Ga i d ^e motional model is i nit i a li zod without i nput from tho U f*e r by al l ocat i ng 
quantitative omot i onal va l ues to e ach of coid p l urality of emotional state s: and 

a logical componentjfor tracking said audio responses and s ^ai d video 

vignettes and determin ing said list of available audio responses and video vignettes 
that is reasonable and consistent in light of previously selected ones of said plurality 
of audio responses and ones of said plurality of video vignettes, sa id logical 
component further assigning a probabi lity to each available response on said list 
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based on said simulated person's emotional state and, using said p robabilities and a 
pseudo-random number generator, selecting one of saldpluralitv of audio 
responses and one of said Plurality of video vignettes from said lis t. 

Claims 2 - 6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (currently amended): An interactive apparatus as defined by Claim 12, 
further comprising means for establishing a performance score for the user of said 
apparatus as a function of a history of the selected ones of said plurality of 
statements, 

Claim 8 (previously presented): An interactive apparatus as defined by Claim 7, 
further comprising means for establishing a performance score for the user of said 
apparatus as a function of the sequence of selection of said plurality of statements. 

Claims 9-13 (canceled) 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): An interactive method, comprising the steps of; 
creating a plurality of video vignettes simulating a person; 
creating a plurality of statements to be selected by a user of said apparatus; 
creating a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated 
person; and 

creating logic means for interrelating each of said audio responses, said 
video vignettes and said statements to be selected by the user, such that 
each of said statements can have a plurality of different audio responses 
and video vignettes associated therewith, sard logic means comprising! 

aiogical component for tracking said audio responses and sa id video 

vignettes and randomly selecting an audio response and video vignette associated 
therewith from a list of available audio responses and associated video vignettes 
determined by said logical component to be reasonable and consi st ent in light of 
previously selected audio responses and video vi gnettes associate d therewith: and 

an emotional component a porconalrty profi le comprising an emotional model 

of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the direction and 
magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said simulated 
person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
oontrolling a ffecting the random s election from said list o f one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of video vignettes in response to user 
selected ones of said plurality of statements a nd wh e r ei n sa i d e motiona l mod e l is 
i n i tia l iz e d without input from th e u se r by - a ll ocating quantitative om oti onal valuoc to 
e ach of s a i d p l ura li ty of e motiona l etatos . 

Claims 15-21 (canceled) 
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Claim 22 (currently amended): An interactive apparatus, comprising; 

a plurality of video vignettes simulating a person; 

a listing of a plurality of statements to be verbalized by the user of said 
apparatus; 

a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated person; 

and 

a logic means for interrelating each of said audio responses, said video 
vignettes and said statements to be verbalized by the user, such that each of said 
statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and video vignettes 
associated therewith, said logic means comprising: 

a logical component fo r tracking said audio responses and said video 

vignettes and randomly selecting an audio response and video vignette associated 
therewith from a list of available audio responses and associated video vignettes 
determined by said logical component to be reasonable and consistent in light of 
previously selected audio responses and video vignettes associate d therewith: and 

an emotional componen t a poroonalitv profil a e mu l ation comprising an 
emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
Gefrtfettinq affectino the random s election from said list o f one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of video vignettes in response to user 
verbalized ones of said plurality of statements-a nd wh e re i n sa i d omotiona l mod e l i s 
i nit ial iz e d without i nput from tho usor by allocating quantttotivo omo ti onal valu oc to 
e ach of s a i d p l ura l ity of omotiona l s t a t e s , 

Claims 23 - 27 (canceled) 
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Claim 28 (currently amended): An interactive apparatus as defined by Claim 222?, 
comprising means for establishing a performance score for the usor of said 
apparatus as a function of the statements selected from said plurality of statements 
verbalized by the user. 

Claim 29 (previously presented): An interactive apparatus as defined by Claim 28, 
comprising means for establishing a performance score for the user of said 
apparatus as a function of the sequence of verbalization of said stutements selected 
from said plurality of statements verbalized by the user. 

Claims 30 - 34 (canceled) 
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Claim 35 (currently amended): An interactive method, comprising the steps of: 
creating a plurality of video vignettes simulating a person; 
creating a plurality of statements to be verbalized by the user; 
creating means for recognizing verbalized ones of said plurality of 

statements; 

creating a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated 
person; and 

creating logic means for interrelating each of said audio responses, said 
video vignettes and said plurality of statements to be verbalized by the user, such 
that each of said statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and 
video vignettes associated therewith, said logic means comprising. 

a logical component for tracking said audio responses and said video 

vlanett_es_and randomly selecting an audio response and video vianette associated 
therewith from a list of available audio responses and associated v i deo vignettes 
determined by said logical component to be reasonable apd consistent in light of 
previously selected audio responses and video vignettes associated therewith; and 

an epiQtional componen t - a- p e r B on a titv - profi le comprising an emotional model 
of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the direction and 
magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said simulated 
person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
contro lli no affectina the random selection from said list of one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of video vignettes in response to user 
verbalized ones of said plurality of statements a nd wh e r ei n said e motional modo l i s 
i nit i a li z e d w i thout i nput from tho ucor by -al locating qu a nt i tativo - om oti ona l- v al u ee to 
e ach of said - p l ura l ity of emot i onal state s. 

Claims 36 - 42 (canceled) 
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Claim 43 (currently amended): An interactive system, comprising: 
memory means including a plurality of statements; 
memory means for video presentation; and 

keyboard means for selecting one of said plurality of statements in response 
to a visual cue from said monitor means or an audio cue, said video presentation 
capable of being one of a plurality of video presentations possible in response to 
said selected one of said plurality of statements, said selection of ssaid one of said 
video presentations being controlled by: 

a logical component for tracking said video presentations and randomly 
selecting a video presentation associated therewith from a list of available video 
presentations determined by said logical component to be reasonable and 
consistent in light of previously selected video presentations assoc i ated therewith; 
and 

an emotional component a poroonalitv profi le e mu la tor comprising an 

emotional model of a simulated person appearing in said video presentation, said 
emotional model determining the direction and magnitude of change between a 
plurality of emotional states of said simulated person in response to said statements 
selected by the user thereby affecting the random selection from s i rid list of one of 
said plurality of video presentations in response to said selected one of said plurality 
of statements and whoroin cald omotional mode l ic in i t i a li z e d w i thout i nput fro m-the 
us e r by a ll ocating quantitat i vo omotiona l valu es to e ach of ooid p l u ral ity of e mot i ona l 
states. 

Claims 44-48 (canceled) 

Claim 49 (previously presented): An interactive apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said interactive apparatus is voice activated. 

Claim 50 (previously presented): An interactive method according to claim 14, 
wherein the user articulates the statements selected. 

Claim 51 (canceled) 
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Claim 52 (previously presented): An interactive apparatus, according to claim 22, 
wherein said interactive apparatus is voice activated by articulating the statements 
to be verbalized. 

Claims 53 - 59 (canceled) 

Claim 60 (currently amended): A computer readable medium that stores a 
program, said program comprising: 

means for creating a simulated person in a plurality of vigne ttes: 

means for creating a plurality of statements to be verbalized; 

means for recognizing verbalized statements; 

means for creating a plurality of audio responses for articulation; 

means for creating logic means for interrelating said audio responses, 

simulated person and statements to be verbalized, such that each of said 
statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and vi<tee vignettes 
associated therewith, said logic means comprising: 

a logical component for tracking said audio responses and t>aid vignettes and 
randomly selecting an audio response and vignette associated therewith from a list 
of available audio responses and associated vignettes determined bv said log ical 
component to be reasonable and consistent in light of previously solected audio 
responses and vignettes associated therewith: and 

an emotional componen t a p e r s onality prof i l e e mulator comprising an 

emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
G Q BtFe ll in g affecting the random selection from said list o f one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of videe vignettes in response to user 
verbalized ones of said plurality of statements-a nd wh e r e in sa i d omot i ona l modo l i o 
i nit i a l ized w i thout i nput from tho ucor by allocat i ng quantitative omo ti onal valuos to 
oaoh of co i d p l ura l ity of omotiona l statoo . 
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Claim 61 (currently amended): A computer readable medium that configures a 
computer to perform a method, said method comprising the steps of: 

simulating a person in a Plurality of vignettes : 

selecting statements to be selected by a user; 

articulating audio responses by the simulated person; and 

interrelating the statements selected by the user, the audio response and the 
simulated person, such that each of said statements can have a plurality of different 
audio responses and video vignettes associated therewith, wherein said interrelating 
step comprises the step of using: 

a logical component for tracking said audio responses and said vignettes and 
randomly selecting an audio response and vignette associated the re with from a list 
of available audio responses and associated vignettes determined by said logical 
component to be reasonable and consistent in light of previously selected audio 
responses and vignettes associated therewith: and 

an emotional componen t a p e rsonal i ty profi l o omulator comprising an 
emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
contro ll ing affecting the random selection from said list o f one of said audio 
responses and one of said plurality of vignettes i n response to user selected ones of 
said statement s and whor ei n oa i d omotional modoi i o initializod without input from 
tho ucor by allocating quant i tat i ve omot i ona l values to each of cord pl ura l ity of 
e mot i onal s t a t e s . 
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Claim 62 (currently amended): An interactive apparatus comprising: 
a means for simulating a person in a plurality of vignettes : 
a plurality of statements to be selected by a user of said apparatus; 
a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated person; and 
logic means for interrelating each of said statements to be selected by the 

user, said audio responses and said simulated person, such that each of said 

statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and video vignettes 

associated therewith, said logic means comprising: 

a logical component for tracking sai daudio responses and sa id vignettes and 

randomly s electing an audio response and vignette associated therewith from a list 
of availabl e audio responses and associated vignettes determined bv said logical 
component to be reasonable and consistent in light of previously selected audio 
responses and vignettes associated therewith: and 

an_emotional componen t a poroona l ity profi le e mu l ator comprising an 

emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
oontrQl l ing affecting the random selection from said list of one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of video vignettes in response to user 
selected ones of said plurality of statement s and whor ei n s aid e mo ti ona l mode l is 
i nitial i zed without i nput from tho ucor by allocating quantitativ e e mo ti onal va l uoo to 
ooch of oo i d plura li ty of omottono l otatoo . 
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Claim 63 (currently amended): An interactive method, comprising the steps of: 
simulating a person in a plurality of vionettes t 

creating a plurality of statements to be selected by a user of said apparatus; 
creating a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated 
person; and 

creating logic means for interrelating each of said audio responses, said 
simulated person and said statements to be selected by the user, such that each of 
said statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and videe 
vignettes associated therewith, said logic means comprising: 

a logical component for tracking sa id audio responses and said vignettes and 

randomly selecting an audio respon se and vignette associated therewith from a list 
of available audio responses and associated vignettes determined bv said logical 
component to be reasonable and consistent in light of previously selected audio 
responses and vignettes associated therewith: and 

an emotional componen t a persona l ity profi l o omulator comprising an 

emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
oontro l l i no affecting the random selection from said list of one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of video vignettes in response to user 
selected ones of said plurality of statements and whoroin co l d omotiona l mod e l i s 
i n i t i a li zod -wi thou t i nput from th e us e r by a ll ocating quantitative omo ti onal va l ues to 
ea ch of s aid plura li ty of omotiona l stat es. 
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Claim 64 (currently amended): An interactive apparatus comprising: 
means for simulating a person in a plurality of vignettes : 
a listing of a plurality of statements to be verbalized by the user of said 

apparatus; 

a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated person; and 
a logic means for interrelating each of said audio responses, said simulated 
person and said statements to be verbalized by the user, such that each of said 
statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and video vignettes 
associated therewith, said logic means comprising; 

a logical component f or tracking said audio responses and said vignettes and 

randomly selecting an audio response and vignette associated therewith from a list 
of available audio responses and associated vignettes determined by said logical 
component to be reasonable and c onsistent in tight of previously selected audio 
responses and vignettes associated therewith: and 

an emotional component- a- p e r e ona l ity profilo omu l ator comprising an 

emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotional states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the u ier thereby 
contro l l i ng affecting the random selection from said list o f one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of videe vignettes in response to user 
verbalized ones of said plurality of statements and wher e in pa i d om o t i ona l mod el is 
i nitio li zod without i nput from tho ucor by o l locoting quantitat i ve om oti ona l va l u e s to 
oaGh of sa i d plur ali ty of e motiona l statoc . 
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Claim 65 (currently amended): An interactive method comprising the steps of: 
simulating a person in a plurality of vignettes : 
creating a plurality of statements to be verbalized by the user; 
creating means for recognizing verbalized ones of said plurality of 

statements; 

creating a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated 
person; and 

creating logic means for interrelating each of said audio responses, said 
simulated person and said plurality of statements to be verbalized by the user, such 
that each of said statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and 
videe vignettes associated therewith, said logic means comprising: 

a logical component f or tracking said audio responses and sa id vignettes and 

randomly selecting an audio response and vignette associated therewith from a list 
of available audio responses and associated vignettes determined bv said logical 
component to be reasonable and consistent in light of previously s el ected audio 
responses and vignettes associated therewith: and 

an emotional componen t a p e rsona l ity profi te e mn l at og comprising an 

emotional model of said simulated person, said emotional model determining the 
direction and magnitude of change between a plurality of emotiomil states of said 
simulated person in response to said statements selected by the user thereby 
controll i ng affecting the random s election torn said list o f one of said plurality of 
audio responses and one of said plurality of video vignettes in response to user 
verbalized ones of said plurality of statements and whoro i n s aid e n na tional modo l i o 
i n i tializ e d without input from the uoor by ol l oc a t i ng quantitat i ve omo ti onal va l uos to 
ea ch of said p l ura li ty of omot i on a l s tates . 
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Claim 66 (new): An interactive apparatus, comprising: 

means for simulating a person in a plurality of vignettes; 

a plurality of statements to be selected by a user of said apparatus; 

a plurality of audio responses for articulation by said simulated person; 

and 

a logic means for interrelating each of said statements to bo selected by the 
user, said audio responses and said simulated person, such that each of said 
statements can have a plurality of different audio responses and vignettes 
associated therewith, said logic means comprising: 

a logical component for tracking said statements, said audio responses and 
said vignettes and determining a list of available statements, audio responses and 
vignettes that is reasonable and consistent in light of previously selected ones of 
said plurality of statements, ones of said plurality of audio responses and ones of 
said plurality of vignettes, said logical component further assigning a probability to 
each available audio response and vignette on said list based on ?>aid simulated 
person's emotional state and, using said probabilities and a pseudo-random number 
generator, selecting one of said plurality of audio responses and one of said plurality 
of said vignettes from said list 
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